
Standards Committee Hearing 
 
 
Agreement about the fact 
 
The Ombudsman’s report includes a section ‘UNDISPUTED FACTS’ (page 35 
to page 38). I have no cause to challenge any of these undisputed facts. 
 
 
In addition, I put forward a number of statements (‘facts’) in the following table 
that may be agreed. 
 

   

1 The distribution of all Biffa Profit Sharing Scheme funds is 
entirely in the control of Merthyr Tydfil CBC and these 
funds are considered to be ‘public’ money. 

 

 

2 The allocation by Full Council of some of the annual 
amount of the payment from Biffa prior to the release of 
the balance of the payment for distribution by Ward 
Councillors does not form any part of the complaint. 
 

 

3 No document setting out the procedures to be used by 
Ward Councillors in the distribution of Biffa funds has 
been produced by the complainant other than the report 
and attachments presented to full Council on 20th January 
2010, which post-dates the publication of the article in the 
Merthyr Express that gave rise to the complaint. 
 

 

4 My letter to the Wales Audit Commission on 24 Sept 2009 
was factually correct in describing the manner in which 
Ward Councillors went about the distribution of Biffa Profit 
Sharing Scheme funds from May 2008 to December 
2009. 

 

5 The Merthyr Express article arose only as a result of a 
Merthyr Express reporter being approached by Labour 
Councillor Dai (Chick) Jones and Labour AM Huw Lewis’ 
office manager Chris Binding. 
 

 

6 The Merthyr Express article entitled ‘Red Tape Leaves 
Our Christmas Cancelled’ published 10th December 2009 
included the quote ”The real story here is not that an 
individual group has had a delay in receiving a payment 
in the region of £600 but that there is potentially 
systematic and widespread accounting malpractice that 
has gone unchecked for many years and that has finally 
been brought to light.” that was taken from an email 
written by me as a response to an email requesting 
answers to some questions from the Merthyr Express 

 



reporter. 

 

7 The Merthyr Express reporter, Ian Caleb, did not interpret 
the email from me as containing an allegation of 
accounting malpractice by Council officers. 
 

 

8 There were no complaints received by Merthyr Tydfil 
CBC, the Merthyr Express or any other person or 
organisation known to those involved in this action about 
the press article, either formal or informal, other than the 
complaint made by Alistair Neill and the later comments 
Hugh O’Sullivan.   
 

 

9 The investigation by Price Waterhouse Cooper on behalf 
of the Welsh Audit Office was not an audit of the whole of 
the Biffa Scheme but was confined to income and 
expenditure transactions within the Finance Department 
of the Council. Price Waterhouse Cooper did not 
investigate the controls available to Ward Councillors in 
their determination of awards of Biffa funds. 
 

 

10 I have not made any allegation of accounting malpractice 
by Council officers. 
 

 

11 There have been changes to the procedures for 
processing requests for payment from Biffa funds from 
Ward Councillors since December 2009. 
 

 

 


